EMG-patterns of pelvic floor muscles with surface electrodes.
On reviewing the literature most authors were found to have used needle electrodes for recording muscle potentials of pelvic floor muscles. We used for the first time a vaginal tampon electrode to record potentials of musculus levator ani in females and the same electrode to record potentials of the external anal sphincter. Recording with surface electrodes is especially recommendable for repetitive investigations for follow-up studies in outpatients and children. EMG patterns of pelvic floor muscles with vaginal tampon electrodes are comparable with those derived by needle electrode. EMG criteria of diagrams in upper motor neuron lesion, lower motor neuron lesion and with irritable bladders are discussed and explained.